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man, Mosul, and Baghdad. The Arabs, however, are
interested in a political rather than a spiritual union—
hence any agreement among them or for them has only
a bare chance of success. The present khalif (who, inci-
dentally, was reported in an interview in the London
Morning Post, September 16, 1921, to say, "if England
had expended in Turkey a small part of the efforts she
concentrated on Russia she could have had Turkey as
an unflinching Ally during and after the Great War") is
in a fortuitous position because he was the popular choice
of the Angora Assembly and was the Heir-Apparent to
the former Turkish throne.1
The past plight of the Ottoman minorities has been
the main reason for the intervention of outside powers in
Turkish affairs. As one of the leading negotiators at
Lausanne has written in a personal letter: "The Turks
started out in the beginning resolved to have independ-
ence and sovereignty with no foreign interference in
their internal affairs, and no capitulations, while at the
same time doing everything they could to rout the for-
eigners out of Turkey. They looked upon the minorities
simply as tools of the foreign nations and therefore
wished to get rid of the Christian races.7' The imme-
diate test for the future comes when the Allied and Asso-
ciated Powers consider the treaties and special agree-
ments signed by their representatives at Lausanne.
In resume, a remarkably clear and succinct statement
1With the decree of the Angora Assembly, March, 1924, in forcing the
flight of their elected khalif—a series of events too late to be recorded in
the main text of this volume—there is the unprecedented spectacle of
residence in Christian, Europe of this ex-Khalif Abdul Mejid Effendi, and
also his predecessor, Mohammed VI, the last khalif-sultan, who claims that
he has never abdicated. Truly the proud House of Osman is in exile! The
leaders of the Turkish Eepublie have good reason to fear possible intrigues
towards the restoration of the monarchy.
It is too early to analyze the silent forces behind this latest, and in
some respects, most sensational drama in the Islamic world. Still it must
not be forgotten, that the influence of the khojas (priests) far transcends
in importance that of the chosen claimant to the title of Commander of
the Faithful.

